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June 12, 2010—Hundreds of hopeful gamers waited on 
line to participate in the Pokémon Video Game regional 
championship tournament, in Secaucus, NJ. 


The Pokémon Video Game Championship Series ‘ 
features tournaments for Nintendo's newest addition to : 
the series, versions HeartGold and SoulSilver. The 
tournament series consists of six regional tournaments 
in the United States (which have already been 
completed as the New Jersey tournament was the last 
one before the Nationals), four tournaments in mn , PAW) 
Western Europe, and one tournament (almost iN 
obviously) in Tokyo, Japan. The 96 finalists of the i 

regional tournaments receive an invite to the three-day National Championship in 


Indianapolis, 18 of which receiving travel allowances to attend the event, and the 6 
champions receiving airfare and 4 day/3 night hotel accommodations. 


The top players of all of the tournaments (and the 2009 World Champion) are invited 
to compete in the world championship in Kona, Hawaii, in mid-August. 


More information about: 


Tournament Details 
Prizes 
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Shiny Eevee 

New Jersey Regional Championship 
Winners of the NJ Regionals 
Pictures 

Guest Referee: Marriland 


Tournament Details: 


Free and open to the public, the tournament is single-elimination and follows GS Cup 
rules. Basically, if a player is to lose a game, they are knocked out of the whole 
tournament. A player may only use 4 pokémon per battle, battling with two ata time. 
All pokémon that are greater than level 50 are automatically leveled down to level 50. 
They do not devolve nor do they lose the moves that they learned after that point. 


Pokémon are allowed to hold items, such as berries, during battle. However, no two 
pokémon are allowed to have the same item. 


The tournament is split into two divisions; Junior and Senior. The Junior division 
contains only players that were born after 1998 whereas the Senior division contains 
everyone else. This was to prevent the occurrence of a 7-year-old girl losing, and 
crying, to a 25-year-old. Although, there were a few tears shed. 


Prizes: 


The champion of the regional event receives a glass trophy, proving that they are the 
regional [pokémon] master. 


The top 4 of the tournament receives a Nintendo DSi. | know what you are thinking: 
most of the participants probably have their own DS system, why would they want 
another one? Well, a lot of the participants still used the older DS Lite or the original DS 
system. Also, some participants say that they share one DS system with their siblings. 
Other participants really enjoy selling items on eBay. Regardless of the reason, it's not 
a silly one. 


The top 16 of the tournament receive invites to the National Championship, in hopes 
to earning a spot in the World Championship as well as other fabulous prizes. The 
Nationals award its champion a Nintendo Wii and a DSi, and runner ups just receive 
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DSi systems. The champion of a tournament receive a 4-day/3-night hotel 
accommodations and airfare to subsequent tournament locations. The world 
champion receives an all-expense paid trip for four to Tokyo, New York, or Hawaii, as 
well as an invite to next year's World Championship (with airfare and hotel included). 


Shiny Eevee 


Those who attended the event received a shiny Eevee pokemon, via the Wireless Mystery Gift 
Function of the DS generation of Pokemon Games. Its stats are below: 


Battle Moves: Iron Tail 


Trump Card 
Name: EEVEE Flail HP: 115 
' ATK: 7 
Level: 50 Quick Attack DEF: 70 
Gender: Male Sp. ATK: 62 
Ability: Adaptability Sp. DEF: 76 
a Speed: 69 


Item Given: Focus Sash 
Pokeball: Cherish Ball 


see 


New Jersey Regional Championship 


The Meadowlands Expo Center event was packed with potential pokémon masters of 
all ages. Of all of the participants, 451 people signed up as junior participants and 768 
people signed up as senior participants. Not to mention the wild Pikachu roaming the 
expo center (well, maybe it was a person in a Pikachu suit, but nonetheless). 


Although, there seemed to be a running theme of most of the battles; Every match 
involved at least one legendary pokémon, and the teams involved in the final matches 
consisted of [almost] only legendary pokémon. There were a few interesting teams 
that didn't have these pokémon, and in theory should have worked very well, but 
they just didn't compare to the onslaught of Kyogre, Palkia, Giratina, and Dialga. 


Emily Pulkowski and Victor Aung became the junior regional champion and 2nd place 
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winner of the Northeast, respectively. They used very similar pokémon, most of which 
legendary. However, that didn't sway from the excitement of the match. The 
audience was in awe of the close battle, but in the end they cheered for Emily's 
victory. 


There was some controversy when a trainer used a pokémon that had altered stats, 
which caused him to be automatically disqualified. 


All tournaments aside, there were other highlights of the event. There was a 
demonstration of Nintendo's newest Pokemon game for the Wii, Pokémon Rumble. 
Also, trainers had the chance to become the “King of the Hill”, where a trainer has the 
chance to defeat up to 5 consecutive trainers and gain bragging rights. The Pokémon 
Trading Card Game was also demoed. 


Winners of the Tournament 
Junior Division 


ist Place 
Emily Pulkowski, Age 11 
Stockton, NJ 


2nd Place 
Victor Aung, Age 10 
West Orange, NJ 


3rd Place 
Brendon Zheng, Age 7 
Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 


4th Place 
Ben Hickey, Age 12 
Westminster, MD 
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Senior Division 


ist Place 
Danny Zollner, Age 22 
Edgewater Park, NJ 


2nd Place 
Matthew Amato, Age 21 
Westfield, NJ 


3rd Place 
Chalkey Horenstein, Age 21 
Huntington Woods, MI 


4thPlace 

Aaron Zheng, Age 12 

Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 

[Note: The brother of the 3rd Place Junior winner] 


Guest Referee: Marriland 


Devin “Marriland” Peltier-Robson is the face of 
pokemon on the internet. His YouTube channel 
which features his commentary of Pokemon has 
been viewed almost 16 million times. In 1996, he 
founded the website 
http://pokemon.marriland.com, which has recent 
news and an in-depth analysis of all the released and 


future Pokemon games. His message board contains 


over 3 million topics, and has a dedicated fan base. 


He was the guest referee for the Pokemon NJ Regionals. The mentioning of his name alone 
sparked a detailed conversation about how he has influenced the online Pokemon community. 
It is not known if he will referee the National and World Championships, but it wouldn't be a 
surprise if he is invited to do so again. 


Pictures: 
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